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CHAPLAIN’S GALAXY 
        Our Grand Knight, Bro. Peter Bobich, Jr. reports 
that there is no change in our efforts to appoint a 
chaplain for our Council.  However, he has asked 
Deacon Mike Kelly to write a monthly article for The 
Compass and the Deacon has agreed. We hope to 
have an article for the June, 2020 newsletter. 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 

 

I hope all are well and that you are staying safe from 

the COVID-19. We continue on Stay Home orders 

from the Governor. However, I just heard on the news 

that Allegheny County will move from red to yellow 

on Mar. 15, 2020. Some things will begin to return to 

some semblance of normal. Although I still will not 

be able to frequent my favorite watering holes or sit 

down and have a meal at my favorite eating 

establishments or get a haircut or go to a movie or 

watch a baseball game or have an in-person Knights 

meeting or attend Mass in the church building. Can 

you believe our whole life now centers around the 

virus?  

 

Can you believe it? As I sit here writing this article, it 

is snowing outside. It is snowing on May 8, 2020. 

Things are topsy-turvy in this world today.  

 

I would like to thank Bro. Tom Cocchi, Jr. for 

purchasing a ZOOM contract that we can now use for 

a virtual meeting. We had our first one on May 6, 

2020. There were 18 brothers who joined the meeting. 

While this is not the same as being together in person, 

it is still a way for us to keep in touch and view each 

other’s visage. While the in-person meetings on May 

11, 2020 and May 25, 2020 have to be cancelled, we 

will be holding virtual meetings on those dates at 7:30 

pm. Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88912969987  I 

extend wishes for a Happy Memorial Day to my 

brothers. That’s about all I have to say except to wish 

my brothers well and STAY SAFE!  

 

Vivat Jesus 

Pete 

 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will make the 

following report at the May 11, 2020 meeting:  

$20,887.21 prior bank balance, $786.00 income, 

$3,910.00 expenses, $17,763.21 balance, $1,022.50 

committed funds, $16,740.71 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance stands at $0.00 as of 

May 8, 2020 as a check for $722.50 has been mailed 

to the Project Treasurer. Due to the coronavirus 

isolation, there have not been any Penny Drives or 

Tootsie Roll drives to add to our total.      

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following 

donations: $300 – Seminarian Merv Knieriem; $300 – 

Seminarian Steve Wetzel; and $500 – Greater 

Pittsburgh Food Bank. Our total for the 2019-20 fiscal 

year is at $17,345.46. This total does not reflect any 

Bishop Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          The final results of the 2019-2020 campaign 

have recently been released. After expenses, the 

project was able to send a check for $148,000 for 

McGuire Home and the St. Anthony School 

Programs. This was well short of the $200,000 goal. 

Pius XII Council 4925 raised $7,964.11 which was 
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well short of our goal of $10,107. Of all of the 

Councils that raise funds, we still had the third 

highest total. The best year total ever raised by 4925 

was $13,168 (the year was not specified) and we have 

raised $303,076.20 over the past 61 years.   

 

The 2020-2021 campaign began on Mar. 1, 2020 and 

will run to Feb. 28, 2021. At this point, we have sent 

$722.50 to the Project Treasurer. Due to the 

coronavirus, it may be sometime until we are able to 

raise any more funds. Our Penny Drive and our 

Tootsie Roll Drives have had to be suspended due to 

the coronavirus. We hope to get them up and running 

when we get the all clear to return to our normal lives.      

  

FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR FAMILIES 

          The by-laws of Council 4925 established a 

Relief Committee consisting of the Grand Knight, 

Financial Secretary and Treasurer. The purpose of the 

committee is to provide some financial assistance to 

brothers and their families during their time of need. 

The current pandemic has affected the lives of some 

of our members due to layoffs, furloughs, closing of a 

business, etc. If you are experiencing financial 

hardships due to the current pandemic, please let us 

know. The committee may approve up to $500 in a 

fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) for a family. The 

committee may only grant a total up to $1,500 in a 

fiscal year.  

 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS 

          During the month of May, the Council accepts 

nominations for the officers that will lead us in the 

next fiscal year. The Nomination Committee consists 

of Bro. Clay Bossart, Bro. William Syrek and Bro. 

John Prazenica. The following offices are up for 

elections: Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight, 

Recorder, Treasurer, Chancellor, Advocate, Warden, 

3 year Trustee, Outside Guard, Inside Guard, 

Delegate to State Convention, 1st Alternate to State 

Convention, 2nd Alternate to State Convention, and 

Delegates to the Pgh. Chapter. If you are a 3rd degree 

Knight and are interested in holding any of these 

positions, you need to contact a member of the  

Nominating Committee and make your intentions 

known. Send an 

email to claybossart@gmail.com You can also make 

nominations through our WEB SITE at 

www.kofc4925.org Go to the members only tab and 

enter your member number and birthdate and then 

make your nominations. The elections are scheduled 

to occur at the meeting on June 8, 2020. Nominations 

will also be taken from the floor at that meeting. If the 

Council still can-not hold an in-person meeting on 

that date, the elections will occur through the virtual 

ZOOM meeting process.   

 

NEW FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

          After three very productive years as our 

Financial Secretary, Bro. John Prazenica has decided 

that he would like to step down from the position and 

move on to other work in the Council. The Council 

extends a sincere thank you to Bro. Prazenica for his 

untiring efforts in keeping our Council up to date with 

the Supreme Council and in a strong financial 

position.  

 

As of July 1, 2020, our new Financial Secretary will 

be Bro. Ross Zappa. He has been approved by 

Supreme. Bro. Zappa has served our Council as a 

trustee for a number of years and he has been the co-

chair of the Christmas Basket Committee. The 

Council extends a sincere thank you to Bro. Zappa for 

agreeing to assume the position. 

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES 

          Our profit at the event this year was $9,508.43. 

The event was a huge success and we were able to  

make our largest profit from any of the 4 race events 

held over the past 4 years. The chairman, Bro. Tim 

Jacob, has already set next year’s race date as Jan. 22, 

2021. Hopefully the COVID-19 virus will be a thing 

of the past by then.  

 

WELCOME NEW BROTHERS 

          Due to the isolation caused by the coronavirus, 

Supreme conducted an online exemplification on Apr. 

16, 2020 at 8:00 pm. The Knights of Columbus 

Supreme Office has consolidated the three separate 

degrees of Charity, Unity and Fraternity into one  

combined ceremony which is not secret. Bro. John 

Prazenica notified all of our brothers 
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who were of the First and Second degree of this 

exemplification as well as two men who were 

requesting admission to the Order. There were 2,000 

new members initiated that evening and there were 

7,000 brothers who attained full Knighthood. Council 

4925 is happy to have two new brothers, David 

Brockhoff and Joseph Morgano one new brother who 

had taken the online application process previously 

and was transferring to our Council, Thomas Cocchi, 

Sr. The Council extends a sincere welcome to these 

new members and it looks forward to your active 

participation.    

 

NEW KNIGHOOD BROTHERS (3RD Degree)  

          As stated in the above section, Bro. Prazenica 

notified all of our members who were of the 1st and  

2nd degree of the online exemplification on Apr. 16,  

2020. We are happy to report that the following 

brothers took advantage of this new process and the 

following members are now enjoying full Knighthood 

(3rd Degree) status: Bro. Michael Abriola, Bro. Joseph 

Byrne, Bro. Andrew Cucanoto, Bro. Mark 

Grunebach, Bro. Deacon Michael Kelly, Bro. William 

Mulkerin, Bro. Mark Nelko and Bro. John Stiles. Bro. 

Jere Rathjen became a full Knight through an online 

exemplification on Apr, 30, 2020. The Council 

extends a sincere congratulations to these brothers on 

the attainment of full Knighthood.  

 

Brother Prazenica reports that the Council now has  

130 members of the 3rd degree (32 have reached the 

4th degree), 5 members at 2nd degree and 12 members 

at 1st degree. It is hoped that the members who are 

still below the 3rd degree will avail themselves of the 

online exemplification being run by Supreme Council 

in the near future.  

 

GREATER PITTSBURGH FOOD BANK 

          The Council has received a thank you from the 

GPFB for our recent donation of $500. During the 

ZOOM meeting on May 6, 2020, a motion was made 

by our Grand Knight to donate another $500 to the 

GPFB due to the great stress being put on the agency 

due to the current pandemic. The motion was passed  

unanimously and a check has been forwarded to the 

agency. As you 

may know from watching the news, the Food Bank 

has had eight (8) drive up days for families to pick up 

food at their Duquesne Office, the PPG Paints parking 

lot and the Gr. Pgh. Airport.  There have been 9,000 

vehicles that have had families showing up for food at 

the drives. This is over a 500% increase from normal 

operations for the Food Bank.  

 

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 

          As of now, we have no idea when we will be  

able to hold a Tootsie Roll Drive. So, our chairman, 

Bro. Greg Blake is thinking of the possibility of a 

virtual drive. Seems like everything today is virtual! 

If this can be worked out, information will appear in a 

future newsletter.  

 

Bro. Greg has set up a drive for Oct. 3, 2020 at the 

Wilkin’s Shop & Save (hopefully it will be able to be 

held). He will be setting up drives for Sam’s Club and 

Kuhn’s Market in the near future when there is a  

clearer picture of when things return to normal. A 

special Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Greg 

Blake for his continued efforts in making all of the 

arrangements for our Tootsie Roll Drives. Please 

consider donating some of your time helping with the 

collection. If you are able to help, please contact Bro. 

Blake at melgregjoel1700@verizon.net and let him 

know your availability. 

 

COAL RAFFLE TICKETS           

          The income from the raffle tickets is $1,405 

with expenses of $810. This leaves the Council with a 

profit of $595. Our chairman, Bro. Steve Meredith, 

has been notified by the State Council that the 

drawing date has been extended. It did not occur on 

Apr. 30, 2020 and no new date has been set. The State 

Council hopes to do it on July 13, 2020, but that is not 

definite. The date of the drawing seems to hinge on 

what happens with the current pandemic. The 

Compass will keep for aware of the future date of the 

drawing. Meanwhile, the Council extends a sincere 

thank you to our chairman, Bro. Steve Meredith, for 

all of his efforts in making this year’s campaign a real  

success.    

TAP SCHOLARSHIPS 
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          In the past two years, the Council awarded five 

(5) scholarships in the amount of $500 each to the 

children and grandchildren of brothers who have 

reached the Knighthood (3rd degree) who attend a 

Catholic grade school or high school. A motion was 

made by our Grand Knight, Bro. Pete Bobich, and 

seconded by our Financial Secretary, Bro. John 

Prazenica, to increase the number of scholarships to  

ten (10).  As there was no meeting on Apr. 13, 2020, 

due to the coronavirus, a vote was taken via email. 

The motion passed. The scholarship application form 

is available as an attachment to this newsletter as is a 

letter from Bro. Prazenica. Please note the deadline 

for applying is June 30, 2020.     

 

FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION 

          A Patriotic Degree Exemplification has been 

set for Aug. 16, 2020 at the Doubletree by Hilton in 

Cranberry. The deadline to submit an application is 

July 24, 2020. If you have reached the 3rd degree and 

would like to become Sir Knight in the 4th degree, 

please contact our Financial Secretary for an 

application form. The day will begin with Mass at 

11:00 am, registration from 12 Noon to 1:30 pm, 

exemplification at 2:00 pm and the banquet at 5:00 

pm. There will be a Ladies Luncheon at 1:00 for any 

wives who may attend. Candidates are to wear a dark 

suit, white shirt, black socks and black shoes (no 

tuxedo is required). The cost is $70 per applicant. 

Brothers of the 4th degree who would like to attend 

the event will be charged $40 for the banquet paid 

through your Assembly. Hotel rooms may be secured 

by calling the hotel at 724-776-6900 and the cost will 

be $115 a night.  

 

COLOR CORPS 

          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 

becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  

the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted  

to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 

available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who  

have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 

Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses.  

The corps is looking for members to join the corps. If  

you are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412- 

736-3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net The 

Supreme Office has now turned over the sale and 

distribution of the new uniform to The Supply Room.  

This company makes uniforms for all of our military 

services. If you would like to purchase a uniform, 

contact Jim Craig at 800-458-5180 ex 168. 

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

          Geoffrey Geoff is a member of Council 4242.  

He is well versed in fraternal affairs having served as 

a District Deputy and all of the chairs on the Council  

Level. He can be reached at 412-915-5217 or email to 

Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org Bro. Crowe is readily  

available to help brothers fill their insurance and 

financial needs. Bro. Crowe is obligated to meet with  

Knights who have insurance at least once a year. If 

you are contacted, please be kind. The Knights of 

Columbus enjoy the highest rating from A.M. Best.  

Bro. Crowe was has noted that the Knights have a 

new product available called variable option whole 

life.    

 

WEB SITE 

          WWW.KofC4925.ORG is our new website.  

Take a look at what’s available on-line. Add your 

Prayer Requests at any time; have access to the  

Compass, our newsletter, including past editions 

(dating back to 2006); have access to our past – the 

legacy that is our foundation; have access to a list of  

the chairmen of our various projects; link to sites of 

interest.  The News & Announcements and the Events  

Calendar will be updated and changed regularly so 

bookmark this site so you may visit it regularly.  The 

site will continue to evolve into a volunteer 

scheduling and, perhaps even allow dues payment on- 

line. More to come! A very big Knights thank you is 

extended to our Financial Secretary, Bro. John 

Prazenica, for all of his hard work and time spent in 

maintaining the site.  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           Our Financial Secretary, Bro. John Prazenica, 

has reported that there are still 20 members who have 

not paid their current year’s dues. Dues continue to be 

only $24 a year. If you have not paid yours, please  
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submit your dues in the amount of $24 to Bro. John 

Prazenica, 640 5th St., Unit #105, Oakmont, PA 

15139 as soon as possible.  

 

GOLF TOURNEY 

          Sad to say, but due to the coronavirus (man, am 

I getting tired of writing that), the Golf Outing set for 

June 20, 2020 has been cancelled. It was determined 

that the Council would have had a very difficult time 

securing sponsors and prizes due to amount of time 

businesses have been closed. There is some thought 

that the Council may hold an outing for our members 

in August or September, but not a full-scale outing 

with prizes, raffles, and a full dinner. However, 

nothing is definite at this time. It all depends on when 

the restrictions on the number of people who may 

gather together are lifted.  

 

PICNIC 

          The Annual Council picnic is scheduled for 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 at Outlook Park. However, 

once again, it all depends on when restrictions on 

numbers are lifted as to whether there will be a picnic 

or not. The Compass will keep you informed of any 

decision that will be made. 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

          At the ZOOM meeting held on May 6, 2020, a 

motion was made and seconded to donate $500 to The 

Little Sisters of the Poor. The motion passed and a 

check has been mailed to them. Another motion was 

made and seconded to donate $500 to the Greater 

Pittsburgh Food Bank. The motion was passed and a 

check has been mailed to them. Another motion was 

made and seconded to reimburse Bro. Tom Cocchi for  

the amount he paid for the ZOOM account he opened. 

The motion was passed and a check for $136.23 has 

been mailed to him. It was also recommended that the 

Council send the money in the treasury for the 

Bishop’s Project to the project treasurer at this time 

and that check has been mailed.  

 

The Council has established a phone committee to 

contact the members to check on how they are doing  

during these days of the pandemic. You should be 

receiving a call from a committee member in the near 

future.  

 

Bro. Pete Bobich has agreed to continue as the 

Deputy Director for our area Councils. Now that he 

has had a hip replacement, Bro. Pete indicates he will 

be better equipped to serve the district than he was 

last year when he had so much difficulty getting 

around. We wish him well!  

 

Thanks to Bro. Clay Bossart for updating the Council 

roster. He is doing a great job keeping it current and 

we owe him a debt of gratitude. It is now current to 4-

21-20. A huge Knights thank you is extended to Bro. 

Bossart.  

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact 

him and he will send get well wishes for our Council.  

 

As all the churches have been closed, you can-not 

pick up you weekly bulletin. Well there still is a way 

to get one. Go to https://www.jspaluch.com and go to 

eservices and hit the bulletin tab, type in PA and then 

search to #15, at the green arrow click on St. 

Bernadette, complete the form and submit.  

 

Even though all of the churches are closed, the bills 

keep coming. Obviously, they need to be paid, but 

with no offertory collections where does the church 

get money. You can certainly help in this situation by 

mailing your donations directly to the church or go to   

https://www.christthedivineshepherd.org  and sign up 

for online giving. Please do not forget about our 

parish in these trying times.  

 

In last month’s newsletter, Bro. Tom Cocchia 

informed that he would be extending a helping hand 

to any Brother needing it during these crazy times top 

shop, drive to appointments, etc. Bro. Tom indicated 

that he has not received any requests so far, but his 

offer still stands. Contact him at 412-855-6309, if you 

are in need of help. 
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The Council received a thank you note from Greater 

Pgh. Community Food Bank for our recent $500 

donation.   

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you 

know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 

mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 

you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact 

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels0827@gmail.com Magnets 

make a nice gift. 

 

NECROLOGY FOR MAY 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

May 1, 2003 Paul Ferla 

May 2, 1993 Dominick W. Panicella 

May 2, 2000 Peter P. Casile 

May 5, 2013 Michael C. Seman 

May 7, 1991 William T. Conry 

May 7, 1991 Paul A. Tokar 

May 7, 2015 Robert G. Zimmerman 

May 8, 1991 Fr. William J. Maher 

May 8, 1997 Fr. Raymond P. Froelich 

May 11, 2000 Thomas R. Madden, Jr. 

May 12, 2002 PGK John A. Corrado 

May 12, 2009 Joseph Yates, Jr. 

May 13, 2017 Walter A. Antimarino 

May 14, 2014 Edward J. Kuntz, Jr. 

May 17, 2009 Charles A. Dwyer 

May 21, 1989 Harold A. Sweeney 

May 22, 1993 John C. Keenan 

May 22, 2001 Earl E. Helms 

May 22, 2017 Shawn A. Hovan 

May 26, 1961 Rev. Harry Thieret 

May 27, 2013 Thomas G. Roche 

May 29, 1963 Aurelio C. Longo 

May 29, 2013 Joseph A. Ross 

May 30, 1987 Theodore Wadkowski 

May 30, 1988 David T. Finley 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Angie Hernandez, Nicole Carson, 

Karen McDermott, Maria DiNatale, Lois Lewis, Joan 

Syrek, Tony Pasquarelli, Ruth Keller, Mark 

Heckman, Sr. Alice Halterlein, Marilyn Hart, Clayton 

Bossart, Skylar Scott, Tim May, Leo Hajdukiewicz, 

Dennis Wilkinson, Joann Pergula, Kimberly Fisher, 

Chris Gurski, Shirley Thens, Dave McDonald, Rick 

Varlotto, Dee Gallagher, Jim Marshall, Charlie 

Hogue, Ted Novak, Katie McMahon, Kathy Ankeny, 

Suzanne Kraynak, Santos Hernandez, Richard 

Manning, Cathy Scott, P.J. Bobich, Joe Gurski, 

Lorraine DeFabio,  Denis Marney, Marge Barton, 

Tom Bianculli, Marie Donnelly, Marge Fisher, Laura 

Garman, John Howard, Joe Myers, Dave Pirro, John 

Winfrey, Paul Huber, Lyndsey Wengrzyn, Mary Ann  

Vecchio, Madge Brown, Jane Hooton, Bill Trisohina,  

Blake McLean, Joe Tominello, Bill Syrek, Jim 

Halterlein, Neal Ciorra, Sean Hayden, Fran Myers, 

Sarah Keller, and Dwight Hutton.      

 

DECEASED: Rose DeMarco, Jane Bobich, Mary Pat 

Cortazzo, Marty Kelly, Dom DiNinno, Gene 

Schnelbach, Harold Becker, Dora Becker, Paul 

Zemba, Florence Zemba, Maverick Pike, Dee Van 

Nest, Charlie Meyers, Dr Angelo DiPiazza, Ramon 

Maldonado, FranciscoVelazquez, Donald Murray, 

Jose Enrique Castilloveitia, Virgil Dechant, Stephanie 

Strell, John Furchak, Jean Rutter Rings, Stephen 

Prazenica, Carol Marney, Mary Marney, Edward 

Riley, Joe Nese, Vince Ventresca, Earl Olson, Bill 

White, Ray Ankenbrandt, Tom Delaney, Rollo 

Vecchio, Sylvia Bonacci, Mark Kay, Janet 

Nonamaker, Rev. Bill Kiel, Tom Egan, Jack Backus, 

Hank Sepp, Rev. Michael Matusak, Mary Ellen 

Bodnar, Joyce Burke, Corrie Huchel, Nalani Johnson, 

Karen Bartan, Camille Cash, Jack Yakovich, Rose 

Hribik, Rose Trantor, Kevin Garland Sr., Kevin 

Garland, Jr., Louis Pugliese, Talia Scholl, Bill 

Helfrich, Dwight Hutton, Norm Vargo, William 

Hadjukiewicz, Paul Patla, Jan Rawson, Hubert  
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Hayden, Ruth Hayden, Craig Thompson, David 

Adama, Al “Butch” Pugliano, Robert Coyne, Leslie 

Sparks, Pauli Caruso, John O’Malley, Leonard 

Damratowski, Edward Kosar, Edward St. Andre, 

William May, John Yanniruberto, Guy Caranfa, Sam  

Cariati, Fr. Richard Czopinski, Leo Duman, Angelo 

Liberto, Bob Merten, Bob Mineo, John O”Donnell, 

Glen Russell, Connie Vaskov, Jack Welch, and Joe 

Weber.   

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may 

perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

So, that is it for this month brothers! The coronavirus 

continues to throw a wrench into our regular 

schedule. I can-not tell you when the next in-person 

meeting will be. However, we now have the ability to 

meet virtually. There is a meeting set for Monday, 

May 11, 2020 at 7:30 pm. Get on the computer or 

your I-Phone and dial the site located in the Grand 

Knights Galaxy section of this letter. Brothers, keep 

safe and keep praying!    

 

Wishing all of my Brother Knights a very Happy 

Memorial Day Holiday even though it will be a lot 

different.      

 

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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